
Hanging of the Greens,
Sunday, 

December 3, 2023
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CELEBRATING COMMUNITY IN
DECEMBER 

Invite your friends to join us for
our annual holiday get-together,
an all-generation event!

 There will be a potluck dinner,
and a cookie walk, where
homemade cookies can be
purchased in Haver Hall.
 
We will be decorating the
Christmas tree and singing
Christmas carols in the Parlor. 
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We ask that only vaccinated people
come.

 The Cookie Walk and the Pot Luck
begin at 5:30 PM. Tree decorating and
Christmas Carol singing begins at
7:00pm.

We hope to see you and yours at this
traditional Northbrae event!



Toiletries, warm caps, socks, pajamas, slippers, and
tee shirts are on the list for this, our sixth season of
providing Christmas gifts for clients of Options
Recovery Services. Gift Bags will be available in the
parlor. Return your bags on or by Sunday, Dec 17,
under our tree. This is Northbrae's way of wishing a
Merry Christmas to those folks who are working
hard to find a new positive life path. You might even
include a little chocolate treat!

Please bring your cookies to the kitchen on
Sunday morning or to the stage in
Haver Hall when you come for the event.
If you have questions, contact Karen Queen:
(510) 654-8923

We need Cookie Bakers!

Holiday Gift Bags For Options Recovery
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All the ladies of the
church are invited to an
evening of good food,
good conversation and
fun as we gather to
celebrate the Christmas
season. This is a pot luck
dinner where we
exchange gifts, play a
game and enjoy each
other’s company.

We strongly advise an at
home Covid test 
on Thursday or Friday
for those attending.

When: Friday, December
15, 6:00 PM
Where: Kathy Oldham’s
home
 40 Alta Rd,
 Berkeley, CA, 94708
(510) 697 - 1634 
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Christmas Eve Service

Past Events Sisters in Spirit Christmas Party 

Join us on
Christmas Eve 
(12/24) for two

services  
Morning service

 10:30 AM 
and 

Evening Service
10:00 PM

The return of the Bazaar in
early November brought us
together in community to
sell our gently used items in
the hopes of benefiting
Northbrae. It was a great
success! Not only did we
raise over $1600 but we
welcomed a wide array of
folks from the greater
community!
Big Thanks to Diane
McNenny for all of her hard
work and to all the
volunteers who helped her!

A finger food dish for the pot
luck dinner: meat balls,
crackers and cheese, sushi,
frittata, etc. Something simple
to serve and eat
Dessert will be provided
A gift to exchange: Perhaps
something new that you were
given and never used

What to bring:

And yes there will be a game to
play this year – with prizes

Many thanks to Kathy Oldham for
hosting this year’s party.

Please try to carpool if you can as
parking is limited.
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We came together to assist 
an Afghan refugee family
Together we  collected food 
and gift cards for a family of 
three which included a little 
girl who is very fond  of Teddy
Bears! 
We hope to continue our
support as needed.
Thank you to all who 
donated!
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Slim Down Your Yarn Stash!
As you know, Suzanne Stroh has been designing and knitting caps
for the less fortunate for many years. She donates them to
Northbrae and we distribute them. Do you have leftover yarn you
would like to contribute to help keep the hats coming? Suzanne can
only use medium weight yarns, no baby yarn or super bulky. Please
bring yarn that fits the bill to the office.

Nothbrae’s Own Diane De Pisa Shares Her Latest Works on 12/10 during coffee hour
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Love of Finished Years published in December
2021, and Rebirth on Xarbo published in October
2023 are two of Diane's recent works.
 
“Now that I have written a grief-and-relief
memoir featuring the man I married at
Northbrae, plus a piece of fiction speculating
about afterlife adventures, I wish I could share
them with my old friends.”
Fondly, always,
Diane De Pisa
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A Note From Christy
During the season of Advent as we prepare for Christmas, we will hear and sing the words:

Peace on Earth, Good Will to All God’s People.

We will sing of peace even as war rages in Israel/Gaza and drags on in Ukraine. In the
midst of the reality of war, we claim the vision of peace.

As I write this on the eve of Thanksgiving, negotiators are hopeful that an agreement
will be reached between Israel and Hamas that will result in the release of 50 hostages in
exchange for a four or five-day pause in the fighting. By the time you read this, we will know
whether or not this actually happened. My prayer is that 50 people who were held hostage
are now safely reunited with their families. And that for a number of days, the fighting has
stopped.
If it did not happen, may an agreement be reached soon.
May we continue to believe in the promise of peace.
May we continue to celebrate the promise in the midst of the struggle.
“In the midst of hunger and war,
we celebrate the promise of plenty and peace.
In the midst of oppression and tyranny,
we celebrate the promise of service and freedom.
In the midst of doubt and despair,
we celebrate the promise of faith and hope.
In the midst of fear and betrayal,
we celebrate the promise of love and life.”
Iona Book of Worship
Blessings,
Christy

New Member Meeting
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Are you curious about Northbrae's community and history?

Would you like to become a member of Northbrae?

In January, there will be a gathering of folks interested in exploring what it means to become
a member of the Northbrae community.

Please call or email the church office and let Juliana know that you are interested  and we will
set a date after the first of the year.  Please include times and dates that work for you so that
we can coordinate a meeting time that works for everyone. 



The form below is to donate poinsettias for the altar, either as a year-end gift to the
church, or in memory of a loved one:

•Enclosed is my Year End Christmas Gift Offering of $_______

•Enclosed is a Christmas Memorial Gift of $________
This gift is in loving memory of:________________________

From (Name): ____________________________________
Address__________________________________
City, State, Zip_____________________________

For a printable form use the QR code on the right:

Please return this form along with your donation 
either to the office or to the offering plate during Sunday service. 

If you cannot print this form, you can 
email the information requested to northbrae3@gmail.com, 
or mail to 
Northbrae Community Church
941 The Alameda, 
Berkeley, CA, 94707

YEAR END GIVING
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