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A Message from Christy

First Coming上y MadeIine L’Eng」皇

He did notwaitt川the wo「ld was ready,

t川men and nationswere at peace.

He came when the Heavens were unsteady,

and prisoners cried out for reiease.

He did not wait fo「 the perfect time.

He camewhen the need was deep and great.

He dined with sinne「s in訓theirgrime,

tu「ned water into wine.

Hedid notwaitt帥heartswere pu「e.

Injoyhecameto atamishedworid ofpain and doubt.

丁o a world =ke ours, Ofanguished shame

hecame,and his Lightwould notg0Out.

We cannotwaittiiI thewo「ld issane

to raise our songs withjoyfuI voice,

forto share our grief, tOtOuCh our paln,

He came with Love: F2ejoice! F2ejoice!

Fi「st Coming by Madeline LEngle speaks so beautifullytothe reaIitythat

even though we sing ``peace on Earth, GoodwilI toAli,’’we Iive in a worid

fraught with suffering. The Christmas invitation is not to ce看ebrate an

川usory, magicaI worid of peace and harmony. Rather, the invitation isto

acknowiedge the brokenness ofourworId and beiieve that in the midst of

the brokenness a Love prevaiis. Th-is Love lives within us and between us

even as we expe「ience pain, StruggIe and sadness. The mystery ofthis Love

is revealed in the iast Iines of MadeIine L’Engle’s poem: “tO Sha「e our grief, tO

touch our pain, He came with Love.’’

“Let eve「y heart prepa「e him r0Om.’’During this season, We PrePare tO

make room fo「this g冊of Lovewhich heals broken hearts and c訓s usto

COmPaSSion.

May the bIessings ofthis Christmas Love t「ansform our hearts,

Christy
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